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NAINA BHALLA, THE DARTMOUTH

Students at a candlelight vigil to commemorate the lives of four Dartmouth College students who
died during the 2020-21 academic year.

A lawsuit filed last week against Yale University has reignited a debate about how

colleges should best help students who are going through serious mental-health

crises.

The complaint against Yale reflects a larger shift in which colleges are under

increasing pressure — from the federal government, court rulings, advocacy groups,

and students themselves — to accommodate students with mental-health conditions

so they can stay enrolled while they receive treatment.

The new lawsuit centers on colleges’ withdrawal policies, which have been the subject

of scrutiny by mental-health advocacy groups in recent years. The plaintiffs, two

current students and a nonprofit that’s pushing for mental-health reform at the
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university, argue that Yale’s policies are punitive and violate the Americans with

Disabilities Act by depriving students of access to an education.

To continue reading for FREE, please sign up.

A free account provides you access to free articles each month, newsletters, job
postings, salary data, and exclusive store discounts.

Already have an account?

Sign In

Clarification (Dec. 9, 2022, 11:33 a.m.): This story has been updated to clarify

comments that Victor Schwartz made about Yale's mental-health policies and

colleges' protocols for students who are on leave.
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We welcome your thoughts and questions about this article. Please email the editors

or submit a letter for publication.
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Carolyn Kuimelis is a reporting intern at The Chronicle. Follow her on Twitter

@CKuimelis, or email her at carolyn.kuimelis@chronicle.com.
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